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1, A method for chmokim ^ franking mtk (28) eosiprlsing 
at least an identification cocte and a «nique bit 
string, comprising the following steps: 

a. reading ot trie franking jr^ark (28), 

b. decoding i808~aiO) of the fraDMfi^ ^ark i2B) , 

c. <±Bc\citi<} (908-910) whether the identification code is 
correct by cottiparing it to data storad in a memory 

(40):, 

d. checking ci002«l014} whather th^ ujilque bit string is 
valid by comparing it r,o data sjtored iii said me^nori? 
C40) . 

2h a method according to Claim 1. in which, the 

identification code and tbe unlcm string are 
protected with the a:id of a f^essags Authentication 
Code and/or by raeans of encoding and the method also 
comprises th« step of checking {Bm~90A) of. the 
Message .J^^iathenticaticn Cod« and/ox the encoding. 
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whicr. tM: tMlm -.i^^fe comprise, a t...^dnal ide.ti.fica-i..>.. 
code a«..oc.iat^d ^x,:^ a v^hich pro^-ideci the ..niqu« bit 

string to a om^x..-- 

^.^^4. {A:n^.ftd.Ki5 ?i method sccordlag to cd^i-^a U ir. 

code .;md/or ^ p^iMim idemA f icsxlor, cacM, .^«id p.im:ir.a 
icN.ntlf.i..c.U,on cads, beirm associated ^.l.th « prir^tltK? device 
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3tos^^d with said «jvi.qii<?; bit m^m 1?^ ^-^-^-'^ 

artsunfcs CO inore thar- ^src, ^^'id, if sc. x-h-n astab^ 
Ii£hi;xg uhs^t ths f^^sftki?;^ :sai-k is vslid,. and, if J^et, 
::h<-r: -s:j:ab;.i ••;!■: sng that tha i.:«i<kAng s^^ask 1;^; invs;ii<t .. -- 

---•6, <fireend«-di ;^ ;?Jsthoa *tvc;oi;«ia<3 cl-siiu X-^i 

HO), and, if so, then estab:Liania5^: kbiit th^ t^caiAxm 
i:iS::k J.a vaiid, ^ikI, :ai; J-Ctv thfiii .ft?>!::abXishi;-K! that tfe* 

fysnkiag Jtiark ia invaXid. 

__7, :S;M:-^d€d) ^ j^>ftthod scco?; di«g to cU.i-a:: a, ia 
wM.cn IS, o^,(sck:ed wh^Kher a period ox vali-dity aa.cc:Ut^d 



Application/Control Number: 09/856,313 
Art Unit: *** 



Page 5 



v/bicis, it i« ostato!. ishsd i:h«t the £j;.^.:;K.iny w^^J^c i;? vali.;;]. 
x:«-xi;i!:e U St.ar ::«d ?:or ^..^tOK^i^ii-^ post- of an scaDS^nt 

wr^;.c;h t:h« rr«nK!.r;g is IcaM^^d fln ^, postal sikicM- v^hich, 

thw a *.;^c6nd sorMj^'j nnd ia which th^ ft 

^nd b ^xec^Ked in the arst: sorUag c^^ntx., >f=r)d th<;. 

i.n?:Drrffaf:l..>r. ootairiftd th«:refxj>tn is :s'::T;t to « chftcfcing c^^ntxa. 
asiter v.nich sleeps a ar.d d ar- -%eci:.ted in H-e ch-cki?ig 

c«nvrs prioK t;> soUiag la the second soxtiJiy csra:-a. 

IS. A. system lor checkiac? a franking J^^irk (28> whiah at 
least cors.pr.i,ses an identification co<ie snd a uaique 
hit strirsg, coiaprising aea»s for: 

a. cesding the frafi'sing loark (28), 

0. decodlna the franking mtx. (28), 

c. checking wh^chex the identification code is correct 
cmp^tim it t.» data stored is said Jseraory HO), 

d. checking wh^tb-r uhe unique bit striiig is ^aiid by 
ccmpaxinq It data stored in said meawry {«0) . 

iX. I systom according to Claim 10, in whic>i tri# 

idanti£ication code ap.ci the urdqu« bit striri<j are 
protected with the aid at 8 Jle^fsage; Authmticatior^^ 
Cod« and/or by mosn« of encoding, aisd th« syet«flv also 

AuthanticsitLion Cade snd/or the ejwoetinfj . 
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c<Kie ar.s.:cxat«d with a .erndn^i v.iu..::h provi.dcd the iinis^x:^ bit 
string t;-; a 3J5;«r. 

th^ :Me^MM.m^^^k<m rmi^ i^mptx^-^s ^ identification^ 
cade ,.r.d./o. . prirrLieu? id....t:i acat.i.c^ ccd.., ^.a:Ld priBtxnq 

vvhxch p.::ir^tmd th?; frarikinq mark,.— ■ 
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bi r <>trmq and a counter value, at^d tbi? scy?^t« alBo ccmp^i^-^-^ 

v^ax^:? i5i:ored with ni^iiQ uriiqu^i bit string :Ui said ^^^:???ory 
(40^), <::hii^--:kxnq vme::het the r^^^'iaiinirK^ counter v:^il:.^e 

aii'cunt^^ to rnc^r^: thari z^ro, ^n<i., ii: ^^o> i:.hen ^;:^^:tabii.:^::?:i.na 
tha:: ^::r^e freaking ^-^.s*:!^ i?^ -^^ilid, -iuvd^ if ;B:r;:.. then 

"-15. ?;MT:<snd^;a} ^^s-^tm- iiccord.lng to- C:i.:jim :U>, 

bit ^rvring arid a co^.3nt:«^>: veiue ^^nd the ^^ymtmv^ al^so coi^ipria.<^:S 

remark vi^ild, arid, if not, ri;^sn: ^^^:it^;ibiiahii::.g th-at: t:hi:^ 

p>:ovi.d^<$a with xt^eans for chHrOklOg wheth?>r -a period of ^/A.Llc;:?-ty 
^s^socLr^ t^d with the fM^kirig xrUi^.rk Ixa?^ expired.™- 
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;^hic:h,, U; Ic i.y ^established rhst ths cranking mark is vsIisJ, 
smarts ro.ii:i-rte ;;or «iU-:ft:rruji:.ic pcat-pstym-n*; of Sv^coisru; 

which tb.<^ fr^snK.:a<3 i.«> ;:ocst«d * po^:t«I ^jrticle ^hic;-, 

-v.h- aate of mlirm is «si:csd ifi at Isast a first and 
theresft-r s<^ccna sort i-g centra, and in which th- svst.sm :in 
th':i first SQ-rtisg c«:xtt;<:: c<;?:>.pri«;« rv^i^a-:^ siii-i^efl f;;;:: ^Nacyt- 

ixo;r, sai^i stepa a esid b tc a checking centra, <5-i^d ths checking 
;;sntl;« .:;=::>--«^ris-s ra^sar^^: ior ^^Keai,t±ri<i Km ytep^i C isnc d prior 
to .sort Lrsq in the SfeCCnd !?>.c::j:t i --ftntx « . - - 



